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In recent decades the importance of the past in understanding present ecosystems has been increasingly acknowledged. Especially in Central Europe, human influence has been present for such a long time that it is often impossible to differentiate between ‘nature’ and ‘culture’. 
The discipline that studies historical interactions between people and nature is called historical ecology. But how does historical ecology work beyond generalities? Why is it relevant to your research? What can you do to find out something about past of the ecosystems you study? What are the current trends in historical ecological research? Where’s the nearest archive? Isn’t all history just nice stories about the past anyway? This course will offer answers to (some) of these questions and hopes to raise many more. 
Topics
1. What is historical ecology at all? Why does history matter in ecology? What are the differences between historical and ecological research?

2. Various types of historical and archaeological sources and how to work with them

3. Historical ecology of water and meadows
4. Historical woodland ecology: traditional management, the Vera Hypothesis, and more
5. Modelling in historical ecology
6. Why is historical knowledge important in nature conservation? Some examples of successful ‘applied historical ecology’.

7. Myths in the history of ecosystems: from ‘cutting down the forest’ through ‘the Lost Eden in the Mediterranean’ to ’ecocide on the Easter Islands’
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