Course

Conservation Biology: Advances in the field, with a special emphasis on the impacts of climate change

by Richard Primack, Boston University, USA, will be held at the Department of Botany, Charles University, Prague, 18th to 20th April, 2007. 

Richard Primack is the author of two widely used textbooks, Essentials of Conservation Biology and A Primer of Conservation Biology, with editions in 18 other languages including Czech. Primack is an editor of the journal Biological Conservation and the former President of the Association for Tropical Biology and Conservation. 

The course will consist of a set of lectures, discussions of selected papers, student presentations, half-day excursions and individual discussions.  

The lectures will deal with recent developments in conservation biology with a special emphasis on the impacts of climate change, providing both overview over the problems as well as provide case studies illustrating the topic. Specifically, it will cover the following topics: 

· Key recent developments in conservation biology

· The loss of species from protected areas; the case of Concord, Massachusetts 

· Detecting the impact of climate change in Japan, plus other conservation issues

· Tropical rain forests: an ecological, biogeographical and conservation perspective

The discussion of papers will deal with the following studies:

· Parmesan C. Ecological and Evolutionary Responses to Recent Climate Change. Annu. Rev. Ecol. Evol. Syst. 2006. 37:637–69. 

· Biesmeijer J. C. et al. Parallel Declines in Pollinators and Insect-Pollinated Plants in Britain and the Netherlands. Science 313: 351-354. 
Each student is also expected to present a 15-minute seminar, followed by discussion. The topic should be discussed with Prof. Primack via email (Primack@bu.edu) before the start of the course, and could be either a research proposal, a description of a project in progress or completed, or a topic that is considered to be important.  

If you are interested in the course, please send an email to zuzmun@natur.cuni.cz.

