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Abstract

The main goal of this paper is to create a simple review of the regional development processes perception
by local inhabitants. Results of the questionnaire survey realized in the period 1999-2001 could serve as
a source of potential topics to solve and for municipal governments (or civil service) strategic development
plans. The design of the questionnaire used in the survey was adopted from the survey realized in the Kocéba
region in the period 1995-1997 (Bi&ik, Perlin and Sefrna, 2001). There is also a need to analyse the results
relating not only to natural conditions, limits and barriers arising from the status of The Protected Landscape
Area but also from the geographical location of the area and the consequential long-term development. The
Attention is also paid to the development tendencies in the connection with the tourism development as
the phenomenon whose intensity has been recently increasing.
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Introduction

The Trebon Biosphere Reserve (hereafter Trebon Basin BR) is situated in South
Bohemia near the Austrian border, about 25 km far from the city of Ceské
Budéjovice. The extraordinary natural significance of this region was recognized
by its inclusion in the UNESCO/MAB system of biosphere reserves in 1977. In No-
vember 1979, the entire Biosphere Reserve (700 km?) was declared as a Protected
Landscape Area (thereafter PLA). Tiebonn Basin BR differs from other pro-
tected areas in the Czech Republic and in Europe. The main message from the past
for our modern society is the harmonious relationship between nature and humans
activities in the landscape of the Trebon basin, a model example of a successful hu-
man intervention into natural processes and finding a new balance between nature
and human society development (what we today call the sustainable development
existed in the Treboii region for centuries).

Every place in the landscape has its own cultural history that is the result of tra-
ditional ways of management and utilization. Even in the Tfeboil region, however,
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as elsewhere, the second half of the 20™ century showed how the long-term balance
between humans and nature might be distorted — and thus the historical landscape
become degraded under the excessive pressure of “modern” civilization and its
technologies. Several traditional sectors of production, that had used the Trebon
landscape in a sustainable way up until then, turned into detrimental sectors when
intensified. The whole earlier functioning landscape became increasingly degraded
and endangered under the socialist form of large scale-production. What are the
changes after 1989 — how do they affect the landscape, what trends and risks may
we expect? How do the local inhabitants percept these changes? The answer could
be partially realized from a questionnaire survey.

Where and how to direct human activities in populated areas — such as the
Trebon region — so that the present development would follow on from the sensi-
tive management practices of our ancestors, and thus enable our descendants
a quality of life and sustainable development? The most important is to find ways
of a sustainable development of local economy under the new conditions of uni-
fied Europe at the start of the third millenium. The local inhabitant view of the re-
gional development could serve as a small but not unsubstantial part of this
“finding”.

Emotional linkages

Several facts have emerged from the evaluation of the answers to the question
what binds respondents mostly to their community. The respondents could express
their emotional linkages to these categories: family, home place, habitation, job,
friends and life style by choosing one of five ordered grades (very intensively, sig-
nificantly, it doesn’t matter, it does not attract me rather than does, it does not ever
attract me). All the assessed categories have been evaluated by the two highest
grades as it is shown in the Table 1.

Tab. 1 Emotional linkages of local inhabitants (overall assessment)

What does you mostly attract to the community? (%)

. Ver'y it does not it does not

intensively L. it doesn’t attract me

significantly
intensivel matter rather ever
y than does attract me

family 25.2 59.5 4.5 29 33
emotional relationship 351 331 12.8 6.6 33
to the place
habitation 45.9 36.4 6.2 4.5 1.2
job 25.2 26.9 7.4 5.0 21.9
friends 21.1 38.4 13.6 9.1 6.6
life style 20.7 30.2 15.7 13.6 7.9
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There are almost no differences in the responses among chosen places (commu-
nities). Likewise in the overall assessment, almost all most frequently indicated
grades also fall into the two highest categories. These findings affirm good life
conditions affecting the emotional attitudes of local inhabitants. We have find out
a few exceptions: job represents the least important factor of attraction the place in
Smrzov and Klec (both of them belong to small villages with a prevailing recrea-
tional use), the respondents from KardaSova Recice consider the life style as a fac-
tor not so much affecting their emotional linkages to the place and also in Ponédraz
this factor plays no role in the emotional attitudes.

Living conditions

The term living conditions is used for the overall assessment of culture, environ-
ment, technical infrastructure, shops and services. Likewise in the emotional atti-
tudes assessment, the evaluation of living condition also uses an order scale of five
degrees of satisfaction (as it is shown in the Table 2).

Tab. 2 Living conditions (overall assessment)

The assessment of culture, technical infrastructure, shops and services in the community (%)

quite almost partially almost quite

satisfied satisfied satisfied unsatisfied unsatisfied

shops and services 12.8 25.6 36.4 12.8 9.9
duct and sewage 25.6 30.6 21.9 8.7 10.3
gas line 36.0 19.4 7.0 2.1 13.2
electric distribution 44.6 30.2 15.7 3.3 0.4
telecommunication 54.1 24.8 13.2 2.9 1.2
local communications 10.3 12.4 33.5 26.9 14.9
roads 7.0 11.2 33.9 28.1 16.1
cultural actions 9.1 25.6 22.3 18.2 19.0
sport 10.7 27.3 19.4 14.0 19.0
environment 33.9 31.0 24.0 1.7 4.1
education 23.6 30.2 14.5 6.6 10.3
medical care 21.1 28.9 18.2 5.0 14.5

Majority of the monitored living conditions categories were evaluated as the
quite or suspiciously satisfying the local inhabitants. Shops, services and transport
infrastructure were perceived as the categories which satisfy local inhabitant only
partially. This finding indicates certain problems in a local accessibility. Such prob-
lems were also found out in the tourism research realized in the period 1997-2002
(Klufovd, 2003).

Focusing on assessment of the living conditions among chosen localities we can
point out more different opinions relating to the geographical location, community
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size, quality of local authorities operation etc. Electrical lines and telecommunica-
tions satisfy local inhabitants in all localities. Positive assessment also predomi-
nates in the opinion on the environment, school and medical care with exception of
Ponédraz and Smrzov (quite dissatisfied with the conditions of education) and
LuZnice, Majdalena and Ponédraz which are dissatisfied with the medical care. All
of these cases represent smaller villages which have a common attribute — rela-
tively intensive recreational use. These villages were afflicted by an emigration of
residents to towns or larger villages in last fifty years. A decline of schools and
medical rooms accompanied the residents outflow. Problems occurred in the field
of transport infrastructure, sport and culture. Respondents from Chlum u Treboné
expressed quiet dissatisfaction in all these areas which affirm also the results of the
questionnaire survey aimed at area visitors (Klufova, 2003). Residents of Ponédraz
were also completely dissatisfied with the duct, sewage and gas line situation.
There are of course more villages where the situation with gas line (SmrZov, Hamr,
Klec, KardaSova Recice) or with duct or sewage (Chlum u Tiebong, Statikov) is not
yet properly solved. Hamr, Chlum u Treboné and Starikov established an associa-
tion for the sewage disposal plant building.

Relationships between people and local authorities

Relationships between local inhabitants and authorities can be derived from re-
sponses to two questions. The first aimed to a satisfaction level of local inhabitants
with a municipality functioning and a quality of its communication with the inhabit-
ants. The second asked local inhabitants whether they attend local authority sessions.
If we are assessing the satisfaction level of the local inhabitants for the whole area,
we will obtain following consequences: the majority of convictions come under the
middle categories of the scale; almost one half of respondents (46.3%) are suspi-
ciously content with the municipality operation. On the other side, people are not in-
terested in an involvement in municipality sessions. Exactly one half of respondents
answered that they never attend the sessions. We can thus conclude that involvement
of the local inhabitant in local authority decision processes is relatively low. Conse-
quently, a confidence of local inhabitants to their officials is not too high (especially
in the larger municipalities, as it is shown in the Figure 2). This fact can be also af-
firmed by the results of the tourism research (as mentioned above).

Local inhabitant interrelationships and attitudes to visitors

Interrelationships among local inhabitants were generally appraised as “on the
whole good” (57%). Three exceptions appeared in the comparison of the re-
sponses among the chosen municipalities: KardaSova Re&ice, Majdalena and
Chlum u Trebon€. However, these results have to be considered as controversial
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Fig. 2 Attendance of local inhabitants at local authorities meetings.
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because of the number of respondents in each monitored municipality. Similarly
the attitudes of local inhabitants to visitors (vacationers) have been generally ap-
praised as “on the whole good” (59.1%). Only respondents from Chlum u Tieboné
regard the interrelationships among the residents and the vacationers as suspi-
ciously bad (50%) or bad (50%). The respondents from Chlum u Tfeboné also
believe that visitors disturb the environment most of all. Some feelings of over-
crowding were also found in other questionnaire survey focusing on visitors pro-
file identification (Rost, Klufova, 2002; Klufova, 2003). Recently, relatively high
number of local inhabitants complained the noise from discos and the noisy be-
haviour some visitors. Local authority is preparing a notice which would to solve
these problems.

A sense of safety is also partially connected with the interrelationships among
residents and visitors. More than a half of respondents (64%) feel safely. The re-
sults obtained in the single municipalities are the same — the main category chosen
in the single municipalities is safely, too.

Satisfaction with habitation

The respondents expressed also their sense of satisfaction with their habitation
conditions. Main results for the entire area are comprised in the Table No 3. The
most frequent answers of component questions come under the category “completely
satisfied”. Probably more circumstances influence the sense of satisfaction with the
habitation conditions in the area, particularly the quality of the environment.

In comparison among the chosen municipalities, the respondents were com-
pletely satisfied with the flat/house area and also facilities in almost all of them.
Only a few exception have been found: Chlum u Tieboné — 75% of respondents
were satisfied with their flat area only partially, 67% respondents from Majdalena
were suspiciously dissatisfied with their flat area and the same proportion of re-
spondents in Majdalena were satisfied with their facilities only partially. Neverthe-
less, it should be noticed that the results of the survey probably have statistically
debatable evidence because of the number of respondents in some of chosen
municipalities.

Responses to another component question in municipalities are relatively simi-
lar. The respondents were most frequently “completely satisfied” with component
habitation conditions categories.

Every day life and supplementary needs answering
If we are assessing the data for the entire area, we will get following results: one

third (34.3%) of respondents work in the municipality where they live, 15.7% in Tre-
boii and only 2.1% in Jindfichiiv Hradec. The low portion of respondents employed
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Tab. 3 Level of satisfaction with habitation conditions

completely almost g;l;;l;;g’ almost completely
satisfied satisfied . ’ dissatisfied | dissatisfied
partially not

flat/house area 58.3 20.7 7.4 3.3 3.7
facility (toilet, bathroom etc.) 55.0 20.2 9.9 33 2.5
sunniness, loudness, 37.6 28.1 13.6 5.8 5.8
smell from homestead
house convenience 39.7 22.7 14.0 6.2 6.2
garden ownership 49.6 14.5 5.0 5.8 14.0
domestic animals breeding 39.7 16.5 9.9 33 13.6
flavhouse situation 52.9 215 12.0 45 0.0
(in the municipality)

in Jindfichiiv Hradec indicates prevailing linkages to Ceské Bud&jovice which is also
affirmed by the results of the issue of a destination of greater shopping (more than
one third of respondents do their shopping in Ceské Budé&jovice and 20.7% in Tre-
boii, whilst in Jindfichiiv Hradec only 7%). The local inhabitants do their common
shopping in the municipality where they live (83.2%) and they usually use bicycle
(44.8) which is typical transportation mean for the Treborisko area.

The commute to cultural events (37.2% of respondents visits Trebon) affirms the
Trebon position as the centre of microregion. We also found out an interesting fact:
36.3% of respondents take part in no cultural events, they stay in. The investigation
of sport activity got similar result confirming the passivity of local inhabitants.
They were asked where and how often they engage in sports; 60% of respondents
who answer this question do sports nowhere. The result is probably influenced by
the predominant life style and by a lack of suitable sport places especially in small
municipalities (which was also found out in the tourism research as mentioned
above).

Possibility to answer every day life or supplementary needs is intimately linked
with the transportation accessibility which is generally (for the entire area) deemed
as “on the whole sufficient” (37.6%). If we are evaluating the public transport ac-
cessibility in the municipalities, we will found that it depends on the size of the
municipality and its position relating to the system of transport lines. The respon-
dents were dissatisfied with the situation in more than a half of chosen municipali-
ties. Figure No 3 confirms these results to a certain extent.

When were the local inhabitants asked whether they had been ever thinking
about the moving from their municipality, almost one half of them (47.5%) an-
swered “absolutely not”. This attitude affirms the predominant component results
of satisfaction with habitation and living conditions and also emotional linkages
to the area. We calculated Pearson product- moment correlation for chosen vari-
ables and found out negative correlation between a mind-set to move and emo-
tional linkages to the place, habitation, job, local authorities functioning and in-
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terrelationships among people (on the level of 95% credibility as it is shown in
the Table 4).

More than one third of respondents mind that many changes realized in the
last 10 years: suspiciously towards to a better situation (37.2%) and 33.1% mark-
edly towards to a better situation. The residents’ opinion to recent change is pos-
itively correlated (on the 95% level of credibility) to emotional linkages to the
place, job and friends, to local authority functioning and human interrelation-
ships (Table 4).

The inhabitants of the Trebonsko area are not pliable to have one’s own firm —
43.8% the respondents are not thinking of being in business or being a farmer.
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Tab. 4 Pearson product-moment correlation (calculated for chosen variables, marked correlations are
significant at p < 0,05)

variable attitude to move recent change !)lans ?0 be
in business
family -0.11 0 0
place -0.26 0.19 -0.05
. habitation -0.28 0.01 0.09
emotional % 0 ~0.17 0.27 0.01
linkages to
friends -0.05 0.25 0
local authority functioning -0.17 0.20 0.06
human interrelationships -0.21 0.18 0.05
Conclusion

There could be noticed consequences and development tendencies which have
arisen from the establishing of the centralized system of the settlement in the 60ies
and also from a peripheral location near the Austrian border. The results obtained
from a questionnaire survey thus affirm general characteristics of peripheral areas
at present: a smaller progressivity of the economic structure, lower number of busi-
nessmen, a lower level of investments, a lower number of high schools and a lower
criminality (Marada, 2001) and also a higher part of forest which is connected with
a recreational use. The situation in the Tfebonsko area fits in general assessments
of transformation changes as it is described by Hampl (1996). The accession into
EU seems to be an opportunity to use the potential of the area and its local inhabit-
ants to improve quality of life here and the area position in the sociogeographic
system of the Czech Republic.
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Résumé

Regionalni rozvojové procesy z pohledu mistniho obyvatelstva
na prikladu CHKO a BR Treboiisko

Cilem prispévku je predlozit jednoduchy prehled vnimani regionédlnich rozvojovych procest témi,
ktefi jsou s nimi v nejuzS$im kontaktu — mistnimi obyvateli. Jako zdroj dat poslouzilo dotaznikové Setieni
uskutec¢néné v letech 1999-2001, které mélo zaroven poslouzit i jako zdroj pro dalsi plany mistni spravy
a samosprav. Pii prizkumu byla pouzita podobné forma dotazniku jako v Setfeni realizovaném v oblasti
Kocéby v letech 1995-1997 (Bicik, Perlin a Sefrna, 2001). Analyza ziskanych dat byla vedena s ohledem
nejen na prirodni podminky, limity a omezeni dané statutem chranéného tizemi, nybrZ i na geografickou
polohu oblasti a vyplyvajici dlouhodoby vyvoj. Diraz byl kladen na vyvojové tendence ve spojeni s rozvojem
cestovniho ruchu, jako fenoménu, jehoZ intenzita se v posledni dobé velmi vyznamné zvysuje.
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